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famous U-2 incident which

led to.begin to understand
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downed by a ‘Tussion issile -
and he subsequently spent two
‘years in a Russian prison be-
fore being eschanged in 1982
* for the Russian spy Rudolph
Abel. Naturally, the whole
{hing provided the Soviet pre-
mier Khrusichev a field day
© al American expense and did
“incalculable damage to this
. country’s international pres-
" tige.

That less of prestige resuli-
ed not o mwuch from the inci-
dent iself as from the Ameri-
can governiment's incredible
handling of it. Governments
expect olher governments to
. spy on them and are in the
. espionag e business thom-
" sclves, Also, spies are quite
often caught. Where the points
are losl, appavently, is in the
way in which the spies are

caught-—and in Powers’ case
it has =z nightmarish Junatic

guality like something out of
the movie M-A-S-H. )

The CIA made the erro-
neous assumption the U-2 mis- -

sion was too high to be picked -
vp by Russian radar. They
didn'{ believe the Russians
| had a missile which eould
" yeach it In any case. The mis-
sion was flown on the eve of &
* delicate summit confercnce
" (which naturelly, the Rus- -
! giang canceled) in Paris,

. When the news broke, an ob-

viously ‘uninformed American :
. president first denied it had
happened and then broke
down and confessed all, Final-
1y, Powers, who after all was
nhot hired for his James Bond
qualities but for his ability as:
a pilot, was given confusing
instructions as {o what to tell

. his captors if he did fall into

their hands.

OIC’I;E)?}:'P GOOLRICK first hit the healines when how only a short time later 1t there is a tone of bilter-
"RATION OVER- his aircraft was shot down the CIA was able to back the ness in Powers® account it is

(FLIGHT., By Francis Gary
JPowers (with Curt Gealry).

over Russia during what
American intelligence authori-

Pay of Pigs disaster in Cuba.
If, taken together, the two af-

undaerstandable, Perhaps he
was ahle, as he says, to con-
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érﬁoé:,_ Rinehart and Winsten. ties has fatuously thought lo  {fairs zre a measure of the ef- ceal from the Russiaus cer-
93, be a.secret pholography-spy ficiency of America’s intellig- {ain vilal jnfermation, but the

‘N AN ACCOUNT which has
: 4 undoubtedly Lbeen hand-laun- -
dered by the GTA and which
‘leaves a lot of quesiions unan-
swered, Virginian Francis
“Gary Powers here tells of the
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mission.

To put it in the kindest pos-
sible tones, it i5 the story of
such an appalling build-up of
bad judgment based on think-

-ing which would hardly do

credit_ to a mule that one is

ence systems, they help ex-
plaiz a lot of things.

_ The U-2 incident is too well
known, and too painful, to
need much recounting. On an
overflight across Russia on
g/[ay 1, 1980, Powers' U-2 was
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Arnerican public was allowed -
to gat the impression that he
had spilled everything and by
the time he was exchanged
80 [ ¢ Newspapers, congress-
men, and the general public
appeared to think the whole
thing had been his fault, The
fact is, he was a good deal
¢ maore to be pitied than cen-
* gured. The censure belongs
elsewhere--much higher up
+ the ladder.



